
 
 
Blessed Sacrament School Summer Reading List for Rising 6th Graders 2016 
 
WHY:   
We encourage all middle school students to read throughout the summer to enhance reading 
enjoyment while increasing reading proficiency.   
 
WHAT: 
To support these goals, 6th grade students will need to read two required book.  
 
HOW: 
1) 6th graders will read and complete an assignment for: El Deafo 

2) 6th graders will read Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below 
the Chilean Desert 
 
3) The assignment will be due on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 24, 2016.   
Teachers will follow up with additional meaningful discussions and assignments in class once 
school resumes, and this may include a quiz on the material.  
 
1st Book: El Deafo    Author: Cece Bell 
A 2015 Newbery Honor Book Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going 
to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? 
That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator 
Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the 
Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid. 
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she shouldn’t—but also isolates 
her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who 
appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the 
Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for 
herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for. 
 

2nd Book: Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below 

the Chilean Desert Author: Marc Aronson  
In early August 2010, the unthinkable happened when a mine collapsed in Copiano, Chile, 
trapping 33 miners 2,000 feet below the surface. For sixty-nine days they lived on meager 
resources with increasingly poor air quality. When they were finally rescued, the world watched 
with rapt attention and rejoiced in the amazing spirit and determination of the miners. What 
could have been a terrible tragedy became an amazing story of survival. 



 
Assignment for:  El Deafo 
 
Assignment: T-Shirt 
Due: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 
 
Instructions: 
You will demonstrate your understanding of the novel by designing a t-shirt (not paper one but 
a real T-shirt)! You may use markers, paint, iron-ons, sewn-on items, etc. I highly recommend 
making rough draft version on a piece of paper. Read all of the instructions before you begin! 
 
T-Shirt Requirements 
 
Top front of shirt: Title and author: Must be clearly visible. 
Any sleeve: Write down one quote from the story that has a lot of meaning to you. 
Other sleeve: Names of Characters from the story 
Back of T-Shirt: Your recommendation about the book; Give reason why you liked or did not like 
the book. 
Middle of the Shirt: A drawing or picture from your favorite part; characters, etc.  
 
Your T-shirt will be graded on completeness, use of color, neatness, and creativity. 
 
 
The assignment for Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below 
the Chilean Desert will be a STREAM activity that will be completed during the first week of 
school. 
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